Titus 3: 3—7 No more debt to pay

Hands up if you've heard of “Koray”. No? It's worrfld stuff, you know — so
they say. No-one heard of it?

| was catching up on my reading — Mike (in Thailatdhe moment) was
clearing out and he came across some old newspaperfie thought | might
be interested in reading them. So | was readind#ily Mirror from June 1
1944 — no doubt you remember it welll — contrarptdblic opinion Idon’t! —
but on the back page was this full page adverthisrthing called “Koray”.

(Read the advert — relief from pain — never be auitithese marvellous little
pink tablets — ibnly I could get relief from the pains in the neck arkvwith
these marvellous little tablets!)

So marvellous they were, that nobody here’s evarchef them. “Did they
actually work?”, | ask myself. Tablets and treattsaare always being
improved, but the illnesses and diseases keep oitaag that new medicines
have to be developed. MRSA in hospitals — the Nious\sickness bug — people
actually being toldhot to go to hospital in case they infect other peloplople
being denied access to the place that's suppodsselgchem, because the
hospitals are afraid it may spread. Perhaps theetiaus little pink tablets

could have dealt witthat if they’d still been around!

If we're feeling unwell, we’'re so used to just taggia Paracetomol. Take
another tablet, you'll feel fine.

Unfortunately, not all our problems can be deathvaiy taking a little pink
tablet.

Last week’s Leader, but it could be from any pajmal or national: “Worried
about your debts? One call to us could help youysarr debts once and for
all.” One phone call to reduce your debts signiftbg we’ll reduce your stress.
You see adverts in newspapers and on the telthallime — how to sort out
your debt problems, people queuing up to help yawbdthe goodness of their
heart.

But it's becoming the norm in society to be in deldtwas listening the other
day to a woman who’d won 7 million pounds on thétéxy and she was saying
what a change it was to be able to pay off hericoadd every month — she
wasn’t used to dointhat — until she won the Lottery, 1
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she was always running up debt on her credit ¢esd'normal”. | can’t afford
it — just put it on the card; just add to the debit.

In the news we’re hearing of the “credit crunchseunds like a new cereal,
doesn’t it! Worldwide economic difficulties (we woilame it all on the
Americans — I'm sure every country has had a grdxay in the pot). But
people are worried about how they are going tothbaymortgage, are they
going to be able to keep their house.

Don’t worry — “Never be without these marvelloutléi pink tablets — only
thruppence halfpenny for five.”! If only. Wouldnttbe good if all our problems
and worries could be sorted out this way. Easy-feasy solution.

| want to talk about another kind of debt this aagnA debt each one of us
owed: a debt that has been paid: and the benefithdt payment of that debt
has brought for each of us.

I'd like us to read a short passage from the Bibig evening. It's found in the
letter to Titus, towards the back of the Bible,page 1199 of the blue church
Bibles. Chapter 3, verses 3 — 7. These verses gfeak Christian’s
experience, but it shows us the problem, the soiub that problem, and the
results of the solution to the problem. Let’s réaeim.

We believe as Christians that God created evenytthat is and ever has been
and ever will be. Look at creation all around uslints beauty 4+ just can’t
believe that everything we see around us can hestepme into being by
chance.

God createdis, men and women, and the Bible says He createdaman
woman “in his own image, in the image of God.” [@sis 1:27] We're told that
we were created to be in a wonderful relationship @od, to love Him and
enjoy His presence — that's why man was created.\&mted us to enjoyim
and everything He’s put on this earth. What a woiudléhing — God and man
in harmony.

So what went wrong? Well, the first verse of thegaae | read just now talks of
our being‘deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passionsadsures”.

There is a lot of evidence around us of peopledemslaved by all kinds of
passions and pleasures — people doe&dGod, they have replaced Him with
all kinds of passions and pleasures — they dorétil a relationship with their
God — they live in relationship with their passi@msl pleasures — 2

'4.{1&'

To remove this watermark, please license this product at www.pdfconverter.com



whether that is their hobby, their socialising, ldtest technologies, whatever —
they live to indulge themselves in their passiams pleasures.

In the same verse we read that people“iivenalice and envy, being hated and
hating one another.Isn’t it sad, so very sad — even a shameful relaain

our society — our “civilised” western society —ttlekach day another youngster
seems to meet their end in a violent way. Peopliedkbecause they stand up to
teenagers in the street. There is so much hatoeohdr

“OK” you may say, “I can see that around me, bat'thnotme.” But the Bible
says ‘All have sinned, and fall short of the glory of Gd&Rdmans 3:23] When
measured againperfection, we all fall short. Thais me, thais all of us.

If you look at yourself, I'm sure that you will regnize that there are times in
your life when you do things that are wrong. A rataer | listened to a lot as a
teenager used to tell the story of a boy he kndl@dtdohn who thought his
surname was ‘Don’t’ because his parents kept oimgayohn Don’t, John
Don't”. People say that you don’t have to teaclniégdao do wrong things — it
comes naturally — and one of the first words tlesyn is “no”. We all have a
tendency to do wrong things. The apostle Paul‘$&ligat | want to do, | do not
do, but what | hate | do.” [Romans 7:15]

And | think that is so realistic, so true — there @ames in all our lives that we

do things that we know are wrong, things that wevkmvill harm us. We can’t
help itGod wants oubest He wants us to enjoy Him, He so much wants us to
enjoy His presence and love. But we have all sinnedhave all neglected God
in our lives, we've ignored Him, we’ve gone our oway.

| get so frustrated at work sometimes (I'm a teachy the way — you can tell
by the grey hairs — you wouldn’t know I'm 23, wouldu?!) | get so frustrated
at times, because | know the children aren't listgnthey’re not hearing what
I’m saying to them. And they often get things wromgenthey get frustrated
because they can’t do it.

We’'ve not listened properly to God, we’ve ignoreidntHwe often get things
wrong, because we try and do things on our owrhowit His help. We’re not
enjoying the relationship that God wants us to haiie Him. God wants us to
love Him, but our sin keeps us away from Him. Téiat— our neglect of God’s
rightful position in our life as Creator — stopsft@m enjoying a relationship
with Him.

The debt each of us owed was for our sifiAll have sinned”. 3
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Other religions rely upon man’s ability to work theray back to God;
eventually, if we're good enough, once we’'ve heape@nough good things in
our life, if we’ve gone through enough sufferindjem we can concentrate our
minds fully on the higher being, then we’ll be gaamtbugh to get into heaven
and we’ll be welcomed with open arms.

Christianity doesn’t rely upon what man can do, dutwhatGod has done
How can we — imperfect, neglectful, sinful peogiattwe are — ever think that
we can make ourselves good enough to satisfy Gadisvtotally pure, totally
perfect, totally just? How can we? Any efforts waka are never going to be
good enough. We’'re bound to falil.

We sang earlier “You came from heaven to eartshtowv the way; from the
earth to the Cross, my debt to pay.” God sent ldis Esus to earth, eventually
to the Cross, to pay the debt we owldd.paid the debt for us We also sang
earlier of God’s wonderful grace, “that gives whdbn't deserve, pays me
what Christ has earned”we’ve neglected God, yéie was willing for His Son
to pay the price for our neglect so that we caretarelationship with Him.

Titus 3:4:“But when the kindness and love of God our Savappeared, he
saved us, not because of righteous things we had, dmut because of His
mercy.” Out of His kindness, love and mercy God savedesus did it all.
There’s nothing we can or even have to do to douitiei to our salvation. All we
can and have to do is be amazed at God’s wondexfe) to recognise that we
canonly enjoy a relationship with God because of wHathas done — we can
never earn our own way to heaven. We need to adkdge we have neglected
God in our lives, ask for His forgiveness, and astept the wonderful life and
relationship He wants us to have. That'’s brilliaats, isn’t it?

What a wonderful mystery! | guess all the way tlgiowur lives we wonder
what the next stage in our lives is going to be lkwe don’t know until we go
through them — they’re a mystery until we experestiem — what will it be like
to have to work for a living? what will it be like be married? what will it be
like to be a parent? what will it be like to beired? These are all mysteries.

But there is no greater mystery than God'’s relatgm with man — but praise
and thanks be to God, we can experience it bea#ughat Jesus has done. He
came to seek and save the lost; He came to hesidkieHe came to rescue the
dying; He came to give life in all its fullnesssude has paid our debt, He is the
solution to our greatest problem. Because Jesuds @ can now live the life
we were created to live. Jesus saved us.
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A debt each one of us owed: a debt that has beeniga

What about the benefits that payment of that debt hs brought for each of
us?

Look again at Titus 3:7, where we réaad that having been justified by grace”
— that means God Himself provided the way to takayathe debt we owed, so
that we could enjoy a relationship with Hintkraving been justified by grace,
we might become heirs, having the hope of eteifeal |

I've got two brothers and a sister, and my dad wdrkard to keep us when we
were young. But my parents never had a lot of mpnest of it went on us
children as we were growing up. Now all the childheve obviously left home,
my dad’s retired, and in the last few years, myepts seem to have had a new
lease of life. They’ve visited America and Canadavatimes, and been to
Austria numerous times as well as other placesmar&urope. Good on them —
they deserve it! But every time they book up anoti@diday, my younger
brother says “that’s all very well, but it's my iafitance that’'s paying for it!”
(Only jokingly of course.)

There’s that verse in John’s gospel which s&ysll who received Him, to
those who believed in His name, He gave the rgbetome children of God.”
[John 1:12] That just blows my mind. Those who ée&d that Jesus is the Son
of God, and recognise that His death and resuorettave paid for their sins,
becomechildren of God. What a thought! Amazing! It never ceases to amaze
me — after 30 years of being a Christian — thaGteator of everything around
me, the all powerful God, He has made me His chilglst can’t take it in.

Ten or so years ago now, me and Wendy fostered shitteen for a while, one
or two at a time. It really opened our eyes. Cleildwere brought to us so they
could be given a safe place to stay. They oftenecanty with the clothes they
were wearing — usually very dirty, always unhapMe only cared for each one
for a short time. They had all gone through disiires situations, each had
probably seen and done things we wouldn’t evenrdrefa They had had
difficult childhoods — to say the least.

One meal time, Wendy had baked a chocolate spaige ¥ou should have
seen this boy’s eyes. Wide as wide could be. “\Wiihi's? Chocolate sponge
cake? For me?” You should have seen the smileofabe — he’d never had
home-made chocolate sponge cake!
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This boy had been through a lot. He'd been brotmbur house. We gave him
some clean clothes. And on top of that, he goatdendy’s home-made
chocolate sponge cake! For a time his life wadlyothanged.

This is only a poor illustration. But think abottWntil we become Christians,
we're living lives where we've missed out on thealéhpurpose of living. God
has given us a way to come back to Him. He takestadis family — He
makes us His sons and daughters. He doesn’t osigrfas for a short time —
He adoptsus into His family. And God has more glorious tisrfor his family
than chocolate sponge cake — as delicious as neysnahocolate sponge cake
is! He’s made us heirs. Paul’s letter to the Rontahs us thatif we are
[God’s] children, then we are heirs — heirs of Gaahd co-heirs with Christ ...”
[Rom. 8:17]

If we believe in Jesus as our Saviour, then we inecGod’s children. But even
more than that — if | am a child of God, | am irskhiorldwide family, | am an
heir to all He has to give. One verse tellslnsGod’s great mercy He has
given us new birth into a living hope through tlesurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, and into an inheritance that canengerish, spoil or fade —
kept in heaven for you ..[1 Pet. 1:3, 4] It's as if we are born again, wsatsa
new life, with a new perspective because we knomirtheritance is with God
in heaven, and this inheritance can never spdaade.

What is this inheritance? It's good that no mattbat stage we’re at - whether
we’re still searching for the truth, or whether weejust started out on the
Christian path, or whether we’ve been walking widsus for some time — it’s
good that we remind ourselves of these thingspfmrencouragement and
blessing.

Our inheritance starts the moment we come to kresuslas Lord and Saviour.
The apostle Paul writédly purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart
and united in love, so that they may have theriithles of complete
understanding, in order that they may know the erystf God, namely, Christ,
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom lamalviedge.”[Col. 2:2, 3]

All the riches and treasures of wisdom and knowdealge hidden in Jesus.
Coming to know Him allows us ttknow the truth, and the truth will set you
free” [John 8:32] It sets us free to know God, our Greathe God of eternity,
the God of power, the God who is love, the God ¥ghi€ing over all. We can
know God our God. Jesus is the way, the truth badifie. 6
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We have security and assurance. Some people atessssed with insurance —
life insurance, car insurance, home insuranceingatance — insured for this
and that. But read the small print — you may noinisered! Insured against
floods? Maybe not.

With God we are totally secure. He sent His Sodi¢dfor us, so that we need
not perish, but will enjoy eternal life. Jesus diedus — He’s not going to let
anything stop His children from reaching and emagythat eternal life. How

can He? — that would mean tmaan can veto what the all-powerful God has
done. That can never happen. Those who believesinsJas Lord and Saviour
become God’s childreforever and into eternity. We can never be enslaved to
our old human natures again. He has saved usdonigt

This is the Christian’s inheritance — to know tbed of God now in this life, to
know His presence with us, to know that nothing saparate us from His love.
This also means that nothing will separate us f@wd in eternity — even death
has lost its power. Because the Christian’s inaecé can never perish, nor
spoil, nor fade — it is kept for us in heaven. Tieistian’s glorious inheritance
is heaven — eternity spent with our loving God.

What could be more wonderful?!

It just remains for me to ask you whereabouts ertbad are you?

- If you are searching, | would urge you to keepsearching, because Jesus
said“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you $fial;” [Matt. 7:7]
Please do carry on searching for the truth, bechyse are serious about
finding the truth, you will find it.

- If you have just started out on the Christiarnpgbu will find that as time
goes on you will experience more and more of tbleas and treasures that are
hidden in Jesus.

- Even if you have walking with your Lord Jesus $ome time now, you can
never come to an end of all the goodness and Ibi#no who died for us.
God’s ways are not our ways — be amazed constanHys goodness, as you
come ever closer to that day when you will meet lfige to face.

My prayer for us all this evening is the prayerttRaul wrote in his letter to the
church in Ephesus:
“| pray that you, being rooted and establishedané, may have power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide & and deep is the love of
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses atividedge — that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of Go[Eph. 3:17b — 19] (Repeat)
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